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Optimal stiffener design of steel beam-to-column connection supporting heavy cranes
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Abstract

In the present day, the structural stiffener design is overuse
of material because of the limitation of steel plate forming.
Since advanced technology has been developed in combination
with the leap of computer processing speed, the steel plate can
be easier formed into required shape and topology. Therefore,
the Finite Element Analysis (FEM) and Bidirectional Evolutionary
Structural Optimization (BESO) are chosen and used to optimize
topology and find the most suitable shape of structural stiffener.

In this thesis, we studied the behavior of beam-to-column

connections supporting heavy cranes and found the best
topology of stiffener by using FEM and BESO with MATLAB and
ANSYS. After the research and trial run of developed program,
the result met the objective to reduce the using of material for
stiffener while reinforcing performance was in acceptable

criteria.

Keywords: BESO, Topology Optimization, Beam-to-column

structure supporting heavy cranes
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2.1 M3eentuulaTasIuan

2.1.1 mssenuuulaseasruunanmelduinsgiu AISC
1. seenuuUTLAILTULIISN
naninaEilunsmamdlgusinga (F, ) dwsunisesnuuy
%uahumﬁﬂ%fuLLiqé’mViﬁwﬂnﬁmﬁUé’mLmsl;i%gmﬁ 2 nietail
a) e KL/r>47L[E/F, v F,/F, >2.25
F, =0.877F, <F, (1)

b) We KL/r<4.71JE/F, wie F,/F, <225
F,IF,
F, =(0.658)" "F, 2
1AYaUSaMINIASIATEY (nominal compressive strength,
P.) lanaumsdaeluil
P =F,A (3)
lag?l F, Ao mheuseasn, F, fie mhousendandu, E fie
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lugdadaneu, r Ao Sedlasty, L, Ao mnueniUszdnsua, A,
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fio Mufinihdavestudiu

2. NMIPENLUUTUEILSULS R

\esanfudusuussiadildlunsauandunidnduse L
v2qa uasiisunsedimdendnda duiudazlifiosanmsliume
nnzfivestnamu (flange local buckling) n1stAwmzianziives
WA (web local buckling) wagnisiaamedudiaiiesninnisdn
(lateral-torsional buckling) LAz NAITUNANIZAITATIA (yielding)
Fadteunseai]

M,=M,=FZ ()
Tneil z Ao lugdauuunanainvesidinsauunuiise
3, M3eNLUUTLAILS UL EALAT ISR

Tun1590NUUUTUAIUSULTIDALATUSIAAT
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Wenuazaawny 1105g1u AISC lainualinad

P
a) e ——>0.2
PC
i+§ %+—W <1.0 (5)
P 9 M, M,
P
b) e ——<0.2
PC
i + %+—W <1.0 (6)
2PC Mcx Mcy

o v w v A

Taefl P fe mdssuusadadidesnis, P Ao Mdssuusadansu

16, M, Ao Adsfunswinfideans, M. fe Mmdsfunswiansuld

2.1.2 mslnumizanizii (Local Buckling)
nslagmzianizd A nsienianisiadertundn (flange)

107 (web) visedladruniduvariiandinsegluanimiauliifn

nslame dwsuaininelatusuibu sasdwanuniesioniu
wesdnvdoonsdiannn msliumeduiniatuiivinain vie
wareuiiasiAanisliameitaan ﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁqmﬁuﬁmﬂ'ﬂmm nYD4
LAAnAY

iofinsauiumdnuisivaieisdduinnssesdunuudne
(simply support) Wneflanueny a wazauniie b aunsiialy
Tumammhsussingamuunuvesusuuslursdaveududd

3 kz’E
T 12— 1P) (b /t)?

TunsnszivaslidBangu wRnssuasduuuuneulelanseln

)

(anisotropic) Ing Bleich letauslirmiioussdningalaeuszunn
TuthdliBavguiaiuanduaunsi (8)
kﬂ'zE\/;
cr = 2 2
120 )b /Y)

laedl rdawnidu E/E, E Ao lugdaduda, k s
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2.1.3 508A9ATU-LA
INMIMAFRUTBEADFUAT (T-joint) LUUTTUUIALIVDIATY
nidagusa | (-beam) uasianndndmdsunass [1] nuinlaely

udzUuuunsItRangivedavziiog 4 suuuu laun n1sasind

U

a vaa

SPUENNE (chord face yielding) N15AURNSEUUAIUES (chord
side wall failure) n1939Ran1gAUSIaIdnATU (local buckling of

brace flanges) LLazmiLaau‘wgq (punching shear)

M
salllins

4\ 1

punching shear

M

chord side wall failure

local buckling

3UT 2.1 sUuuunnsithvessessioau-ian [1]

nsEsuidsyinliusnuseusessaiia undaswnndy Jai
NN LASNSWRIUIE SIS HANa IR IR ANANTT TIanNTLESY

Adanigluan wu nsldurumdnasudurwnuidumisessa

(ring stiffened connection) NsinAsun3masiululan wezn1siasy



Aden18uonia Ly n1siasuub uudnsauLan (collar plate
stiffened connection) kagN1SIETUMNUWENNZARIULET (through

plate-to-hollow section connection) [2]
2.2 IWludlediuus (Finite Element Analysis)

asuddymuuvaufifnae FEM udaminulaialulunia
UHUR anunsoasUtumaunsiinsieilasiadneaesiifcog FEM 1Ju

wHunlARIgUR 2.2 Wielidesentsileulusunsy

Initialize K and F

[compute v*(&.6.8) = Wi (6. &.8) ViE.6.8) vi(&.4.8)|
1
Do e=[l,m]
ce s £ WAV
Compute f°= I q(W(s,.6,.53)) db
Q,
Compute k° = I(B" Y EB°dV + I k(w(&.8,.¢
Do I=[1,n] g
°
g
i=dof*(I) 2
g
F=F+f; 2
o
Do J =[l,n] =~
PRN
3
Jj=dof*(J) s
K, =K, +kj,
End do
End do
End do
I
o]
Solve for u: Ku=F 2
I
x=X"+x_, §
&
U, (X, X,, X)) =y(X,, X,, X, )u
£,(x,,X,,x,) =Bu
F,(x,,x,,x;)= EB‘u

Ul 2.2 Fuppunsiaseiilassaisauifinag FEM

2.3 msasuussaniamniseenuuulaseasie (Structural

Optimization)

nsiaduUszansnmmseenuuulassairsdidmneiiienisan
dhwiinadlassads visulsmainssuvedassaianeldidouls
A9 9 Tngazuuslszinvvestymainingussasd, To91in was
dnwarvesiwlsluniseanuuy (Design Variables) aunsaidiau
sUuvuTtlUmsadinmansldded

puenes X 9

minimize f(X)
subject to g;(X)<0 (j=1m) ©9)
x-<x <x’ (i=1n)

Tngdl f(X) Ao Wariduinguszasd, g;(X) fe eddu

Y

dad1iin, X ={X,...,X,} Ao dauvslunisesnuuy, x"uay x’

D VOULUAGIMUAZYBULUAUUYDY X, AU

2.3.1 Evolutionary Structural Optimization (ESO)

Evolutionary Structural Optimization (ESO) 40 wnilTu3s ALy
Tunsiiuussansamsusnsuaslninladvoslasaaiing vinlagld
sulauisluluiiofmudlunisieset wuiRnues ESO Ao n15Adn
wawudRinuduseanluanlassaiadielildungagunssii
wianzauiian lagazvingmany 1 ady

N5EUILUNITYIIUALLE UIINNITAIMUATOULIANITOBNKUY
(Design Domain) duduveuaiifvuelifasnsainsivasuudas
16 wazveulwni lausafinisidsunas (Non-Design Domain)
(3] Auflunmsuudassadrseendulasintnedssnoumeodiuus
go8 9 Aansnszyantinianenmuaznisadamanslddaiou
wazimundouleild mnthuddwszimuduiiatululasadie
fosudouisnludieduud denuedwudiiiaudusifaz
nsidaedwudiusenluanlasadne Inawnasilunisiidaesen
(Rejection Criterion, RC) 9¢#W915041910 von Mises Stress AAntu

Tuedwus [4] WenTeuIuNISANIMLALLUAR LIUND @ 1L AT

Al

(Steady State) w3oaa lufiioduudlulassasraliidndinsuan

gl

a

TRTIAIUNITVTAN N1891T TIVINISLAN UA1D AT TRIUINIS

(Evolutionary Rate, ER) 1911 nsyuaunmstaganiiuseluaunineg

>
ada

fafivnzan §935laniluglassassanyenfinnsnsgaieainy

Wfiashiaue
2.3.2 Bi-directional Evolutionary Structural Optimization
(BESO)

Bi-directional Evolutionary Structural Optimization (BESO)
s fiwmununann £SO Tnefinusisann £SO Tushunisiidnied
Luu@i‘ﬁ?‘flﬂé’gﬂi‘z’muaEJ'NLm‘mizﬁw%mw #9 £50 amdunisiidn
wuug1sena (Hard Kill) Aewlotedwudesnluudiarlianunsath
nduale usd sy BESO letedudii luildgnldausgai
Uszdndarmgnidauds drdaneiiudaduladnavihinduun fay
annsateamusundule

A15%191uv89 BESO Wiasanesfiunudiudifiussansamnia

nalnnisinauliiiesme agvinsuuuiagiewdllugesing

sala

Unalndifesdiunu mewailluvinalndlfesediuudniainiy

1y °

Thandnggninanuddglainisatuings lunmsihduagiensen

U

e

983 BESO ﬁasﬁ‘ﬁuagjﬁumsﬁmumé’mé'suﬁmm (Volume Fraction)
TuusiaznisiduasAes  MuUsinaseawudfidenisezioen
Taen 9 uiauusnd wi1lu Ao daduvsuinsdTmuinis
(Evolutionary Volume Ratio, EVR) Fraudusmmuadsinnsluns

yigrseudnll



Discretise the area to a mesh of
elements
¥
Set the initial uniform properties of
elements

3

Perform FEM and find sensitivity
number in each element

v

Find filtered sensitivity number &;
b With extrapolation equation

)

Pursue the addition/ removal
algorithm to attach or detach elements

Isthe
solution
convergent
?

Print and depict
results

End

N

UM 2.3 WHuNMNISIUYee8anesiia BESO [5]

BESO aunsavaenseuiunsiuasuwlasdi £SO ldanunsaih
wakudntsneanlusainduauinlatngldnisyihausuuassianig

(bi-directional) ¥l BESO HUse@nSawson1sildeunlasnaesn

o
ada

wUs I3 e uwndidaiaunasdinasilunisiasuuszans and
wilugh fnalianisnsesiitaelianusautaymideinals Sntads
finnsldwenida (Soft Kil) dsanunsaantyminisldnadnsivin
w@fesniw BESO anunsalusunsulsviauduiusiussideuisinlug
wawudldie uaglidnsruruniamdsnisuszananadi g eein
uaﬂmmfmwL%’;‘Lumi&jlfﬁﬂmﬁmamm BESO tuazi§andn ESO
wazfinuundedewnnndt uslumenduiiu BESO Tiwmusiunisld

lumslisgilassasisildtanniingfnssulddudadu Wesanly

9

P
o

aad o ed ° o o = A v &
Wiwadnsalalusovresnsvihdrdagiuiianuiedesiuiunadng
lusouvensvignneunii (History Dependent) satuiamuneiiaz

lofuTanndan mdaneu (Elastic Material) 11nn31 [5]
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3. ANSALIUIU

Faa1NNISANBIENUIINTLATUAIRIAIEAIT AT ULEULAEN

adaa

aeluanduisnivseansamdusidawinninnisiasusk uman

ax '

souln [6] widsnsneadaanarsiiduiumdnaduidudonsy

{1 k3 ]

meluanduisireudisgeen iosndosihnisdaiian i
#Heanisiaiuiideeeniitof avid ouusiumdniaduidslisuly
uenanfinaaiuusundnaelumdsinlindngnydonmauds
Al (ductility) 11nnInsiESuLEumansoula Jedanals
Tassaddlsiaunsoasanuanansolunsuimdnusmnldsisugn

Fndsnemedluviyarinusifnsfnwianzmsasuidday

ANSLESULHUMBNTOULANT

3.1 nMsFsNUUYTIaIR8lUsIN Y ANSYS

wuudaeedasiaiua-AuiRafuRumrinEsuigRzgn
a5197ulaeldlusunsu ANSYS wazladinsiruaninidinesaig 9
wieldlunisasrauwuuingss lnvanunsaadrsesntnlanagui 3.1

eroans ANSYS
=z ®192

3U# 3.1 freganuudnges

NUUTIMIAAAVDINNAUAETAAVRIATILUYDAD AU LU
wuudaesiasnetu lagaviiudeyalilulne p.dat waglid tdat

auarsuiiothlUldlunssuiunisiasuuseansnnsely
3.2 MTANUSE AN WA IAIESUTAIR e TUsUNU MATLAB

ludumsumafinussansnmininladvoausumaniasuindans

Yo o 1 R = a a v o 9
Az AnvITiuduIvS NSy inuslavinsiauisunsy
MATLAB Taeldnru1aoufianos vos MATLAB (MATLAB coding
language) lunsanfunisnuszilouds Inludiedmudaiugiv
BESO Imendunissniiunisaaiissanaindunsunisasisuuuiians
vaalaseasglulusunsu ANSYS anunsaasutunaun1syinanundday

gaaluswnsuly MATLAB lagadl

5
>
Optimization process

Defining needed properties, N
variables, parameters, and Lt
conditions
*

FEA & producing objective
function

call sub-function: elFEM()

Generates the force matrix due
to externally applied loads

IAssigning a matrix to store data for BESOl | Filtering of sensitivities |

call sub-function: filterMesh( )

Computing compliance matrix
I | Istablization of evolutionary processl

/ Defining the optimization parameters /

J "R P §

Designablity
call sub-function: NonDesign( )
+

BESO design update
call sub-function: ADDDEL()

ICalcuIaling change in sensitivity valuel

Printing the results
call sub-function: replot( ).

if change < 0.00001 or
i =inter_max

Exporting the results
call sub-function: postprocess( )
1

UM 3.2 ununmduseunsiuUsEansa muiumaniEsui &y

TUsunsu MATLAB



3.3 NITIATIZLYUTIAONA NG NUAI0I0NI TANYTEENEN N

Inlnladusumaniasumiad

nsdsepnNadnsINIUTUNTL MATLAB vvdseantuslvedlng

elementupdate.dat e8¢ nodeupdate.dat sﬁaLﬁuﬁagaqﬂﬁa”miu

o 2

szuuiinaAsiideunazdeyanisidousaid1nynvedediuudves
Tassasramasnsifindszansnmlnlnladuda n1sdnenuuudnaes
arunsanlalnenisenulna elementupdatedat waglug

nodeupdate.dat Tulusunsu ANSYS

UM 3.3 frsgraiuudnaewidsiunisiiadssavsamininlag

Tuduneudnlvazsidunsiwsgiuuuinasdassasralaenisld
ANTHINTUNITILATIZW UL UTUATY ANSYS 1AM 98 nwalen1s
71189 UUU Large Displacement Static Aa 9¥iN15AANAUDS
second order wardn13AIUINAAANAAIMNIINNITTLRELUUAFEY
35U wenanfifwanistiesgsililudieuuduuuldidaduiy

as - . J oy .
WUUds Arc-length Taenisinsisiaziinlaenisiindinidnussnni
aztlogauisrmilen fansuldlmandudminussynisanas n13
a ¢ & & a a [P g = v
Anserdnuarilusunsuasdeseildises q lddnduan Jedeq
Anualillsunsudmsesiiuieadesseunsingnduagasndiie
ngANsIATIzA Welanansaiudeyadiminussnngegai suld

wazdltay Al ganad M UNMTIATIEINAANS SenI19N1TIAT1Y

TUsunsa ANSYS ‘ﬂ%LLﬁ@ﬂNaa@ﬂM’WLﬂUﬂ‘J’lW(ﬁlﬂLLﬁ@ﬂugﬂﬁ 3.4

=
e

FUN 3.4 MIuanmavedlusinsi ANSYS sgninmsiinsg

TAseasng

NUUTUABNE1UNANUIMUNUTINNT gafidnT lATaasa
awisasuld in1sndennadnsvea von Mises stress Yaus i
Tassasesuimtnussvnasgn wastiunadnsuminussnnuaynis

degumuuuiunu y wanifivfeyadmidnussmnuaznisidesy

Fiaie scvr ANSYS|

R192]

U7 3.5 §79819 von Mises stress TaaazLHUMANETUES

YauzSuthviInuIINNgean

Load-Displacement

3UN 3.6 fegranmuminusimnuaznsidegy

4, HanISAIUeIU

4.1 NM55USITUA LA IUN AU IS SUAIAIUSIM SN 9

A1 ULanA A 8uNa29MUN 10 131, YUIA 200x200 250x250
300x300 Way 350x350 . WievinsanyTunaianueaunuman
wsuiasmalugusuing 50% 45% 30% 25% 20% 15% 10% wag
5% 9gansaasUunanisitaszinuuldiadudmiviandma oy
NAMTUIAAIY 9 TUSTUINTVO MK WIS NLas uridmdsannidia

UseAnsanlanauandlunisnad 4.1 famnsnedi 4.4

A19199 4.1 MATUUTIGIFATNIUAEAUVDAUAINGIT 200x200 3L,

Fsrasfudost (%) fdafunssgegnaii ffasuuseiliiaty
N Uaneau (§u) (%)

100 76.933 130.55
50 75.649 126.70
45 75.057 124.92
40 73.739 120.97
35 72.603 117.57
30 70.973 112.69
25 68.125 104.15
20 64.018 91.84
15 59.277 77.64
10 51.779 55.17
5 47.452 42.20

Tadfluslumdniasuings 33.37 -




A19197 4.2 MATUUTIGIEnNUMEALYDUAINAN 250x250 L.

YSunasiividest (%)

Maesuusegegai

ASISULS ALY

Yanemu () (%)
100 105.43 130.91
50 89.864 96.82
45 89.195 95.35
40 87.074 90.71
35 86.628 89.73
30 82.779 81.30
25 81.314 78.09
20 78.938 72.89
15 76.149 66.78
10 73.585 61.16
5 65.684 43.86
lalfuslumdniasurings 45.659 -

A19199 4.3 MATULTIFIFANUAEAUTBAAINGI] 300x300 U,

Usinnsiident (%)

Massuussgegai

SIS ULSIALALTY

Yanemu (fu) (%)
100 126.69 116.61
50 113.6 94.23
45 110.76 89.38
40 107.29 83.44
35 105.42 80.25
30 105.22 79.90
25 99.872 70.76
20 98.126 67.77
15 95.858 63.90
10 91.305 56.11
5 82.45 40.97
lalfuslumdniasurings 58.487 -

A19199 4.4 MATULSIGFANUAEAUTBAAINGI] 350350 L.

YSuasiiwident (%)

dasunsegegai

AaeTunsLNLTY

Uaneau (fu) (%)
100 146.3 103.01
50 133.76 85.61
45 133.28 84.94
40 200 177.53
35 127.02 76.26
30 124.25 72.41
25 122.15 69.50
20 118.41 64.31
15 114.17 58.43
10 110.85 53.82
5 98.983 37.35
lalfuriumdniaturings 72.065 -

Wenvsaunlusvazfuauuilinnisanadveusggaiisuld
ndsniuszaniamaziuldinfaudzanuSunaianvesuny
2 s o w ' Hy vyd &8 o o &
wiliniaSunindeas udkssgeanveaafisulailiotinminunseyiniy

Ushaiuamemundulilranasiumednarlunilaneanils

4.2 Wssuiigumsiasulseansnimmigsuideuds BESO funisan

AIIUNUIYBUAUIANAS TR PEN T

Load-Displacement comparison

Load (Tens)

——-BESO10=
Ring 30 mm

-110 -%0 -70 -50 -30 -10
Displacement (mm)

JUN 4.1 manisleseiwuulidaduueuiieusening BESO 0.50

LAYWHUMANLESUAEIMUN 15 U3 (W 50% INANUNU 30 1)

Load-Displacement comparison

— — = No-Suffener
—— BESO020

——-BESO10=
Ring 30 mm

Load (Tons)

-110 50 -0 50
Displacement (mm)

SUR 4.2 wansiesgiwuulidadudseudieusewing BESO 0.20

u

LAYWHUMANLESUAEINUN 6 3. (WD 20% 1NAUNUN 30 33l.)

Load-Displacement comparison
140
=TT T ~
e \ 120
——— \
e v e
- LI TR
. \ — — - No Gafener
) IBEL
él 1| sa15 BESO0.10
B === —_— ||. %0 | ——-pEso10=
3 f=—= Te—e Ring 30 mm
A L
Y
il 20
o
-0 =90 -T0 -50 -30 -10
Displacement (mm)

sUR 4.3 sansiesginuuliBadudseuiieusening BESO 0.10

L1

RATWHUMBNLESUAIEIVUN 3 Wy, (WD 10% NAUNUT 30 Ul

= 3 v D ¢ & < a =
nguuansansaiuldduliinvedidudvesdiunsi
WA oog votNunANLETUAE Wz URe 50% 20% way 10% wel

wseggaii Uangauiliainatuasunidaisguduimndniasunids



nanNUsEansameiesedeuds BESO anunsafuldndugandn
NMIARANUVUNIAEATIIUNER USRS 5.29% 25.29% uag
33.98% nuaau wansliiuinnsldszdeus BESO fidnaninas

AINTANANUNUIVDILNULUENLESUANSIAURT
4.3 WEYUTIURAN 1T IATILITUNINTTIY

A15197 4.5 HANTATIUNMAISULTIIUaNgAUgeEA TN Avaes

naeanunsasulea
.. . P. Aiscaso-16 P FEM | momuusndneszwing
whFaEwan
(i) (6Y) AISC wag FEM (%)
SHS200x200x10 36.17 3337 7.75
SHS250x250x10 52.18 45.66 12.50
SHS300x300x10 69.35 58.49 15.66
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